I Got Flowers Today

I got flowers today.

It wasn't my birthday or any other special day.

We had our first argument last night,

And he said a lot of cruel things that really hurt me.

I know he is sorry and didn't mean the things he said.
Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today.

It wasn't our anniversary or any other special day.

Last night, he threw me into a wall and started to choke me.
It seemed like a nightmare.

I couldn't believe it was real.

I woke up this morning sore and bruised all over.

I know he must be sorry.

Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today,

And it wasn't Mother's Day or any other special day.
Last night, he beat me up again.

And it was much worse than all the other times.

If I leave him, what will I do?

How will I take care of my kids?

What about money?

I'm afraid of him and scared to leave.

But I know he must be sorry.

Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today.

Today was a very special day.

It was the day of my funeral.

Last night, he finally killed me.

He beat me to death.

If only I had gathered enough courage and strength to leave him,
I would not have gotten flowers...today

by Paulette Kelly
http:/ / www.tufffemme.com /WomensCauses / flowers.html




Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile

An estimated 7% of women in a current or previous spousal relationship
encountered spousal violence during the five years up to and

including 2004, according to a comprehensive new report on family
violence.

The report, which uses data from the 2004 General Social Survey (GSS),
showed that the overall five-year rate of spousal violence has remained
unchanged at 7% since 1999. This means that an estimated 653,000 women
encountered some form of violence by a current or previous spouse or
common-law partner.

Rates of spousal violence were highest among certain segments of the
population: those aged 15 to 24; those in relationships of three years or less;
those who had separated; and those in common-law unions.

However, rates of spousal violence amongst previous partners who had
had contact with their former partner in the past five years declined
from 28% in 1999 to 21% in 2004 for women.

While about three-quarters of these individuals indicated that the violence
occurred during the marital or common-law union, one-half of women
victims said the violence either continued or occurred after separation.

Data show that the nature and consequences of spousal violence were more
severe for women than for men. Female victims of spousal violence were
more than twice as likely to be injured as male victims. Women were also
three times more likely to fear for their life, and twice as likely to be the
targets of more than 10 violent episodes.

15% of women experienced the threat of or something being thrown at

them; 40% were pushed, slapped or shoved; 10% were kicked, bit or hit
with something; 23% were beaten, choked, or threatened with a gun or

knife, and 16% were sexually assaulted.

These statistics are from Statistic Canada and were published in 2005.
You can access the complete report at:
http: / /www.statcan.ca/Daily /English /050714 / d050714a.htm




