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The library adheres to the Canadian Copyright Act found at http:// laws.justice.gc.ca/en/c-
42/text.html and to Kwantlen Polytechnic University Policy C.19 Copyright Compliance and
Policy C.8 Plagiarism and Cheating.

Copyright is the sole right to reproduce, or allow others to reproduce, a literary or artistic work
in any form, for any purpose. Under copyright law, no one may make a copy of a substantial
part of a work without the consent of the copyright owner even for educational purposes.
Included in “making a copy” are photocopies, mimeographs, offset prints, and also the
reproduction of a work in an information storage or retrieval system. Scanning a print
document is considered the same as photocopying.

Copyright applies to all original literary, dramatic, musical, and artistic works and includes
books, writings, musical works, sculptures, painting, photographs, motion picture films,
dictionaries, encyclopedias, and computer programs. Copyright also applies to records,
cassettes, tapes, and compact discs. Slogans, names and mere titles are not protected by
copyright. Copyright begins immediately upon creation rather than upon publication.

Copyright law is international. When a work is protected in Canada, it is also protected in more
than one hundred countries. Copyright lasts for the life of the author plus at least fifty years.
After that time, the work generally falls into the public domain and may possibly be copied
without permission. However, if a work that was originally published more than fifty years ago
is reproduced from a source published within the last fifty years, copyright clearance must be
obtained from that publisher. Under Copyright Law, there are stiff penalties for copyright
infringement including substantial fines and even criminal prosecution.

When in doubt, it is safer to assume that you need to secure written permission from the
copyright holder prior to copying or reusing in any manner.

Access Copyright

Access Copyright, formerly known as Cancopy, is a non-profit organization that represents the
reproduction rights of Canadian creators and publishers. Through licensing agreements, it
provides legal access to published works for copyright users in the non-profit, business, and
public sectors including educational institutions and libraries. For an annual fee, paid for by the
University, an Access Copyright licence provides advance permission for a large portion of

9\ coastcaptal. | IBRARY

SAVINGS



copying, and pays royalties to copyright owners on behalf of licencees. Access Copyright
licensing simplifies copyright clearance and reduces the number of times an institution has to
contact individual copyright owners for permission to copy their published works. The licence
contains a comprehensive indemnity that protects members of the Kwantlen Polytechnic
University community from liability to a significant degree for copying that falls within the
parameters of the licence.

Online copyright guides created by the Library, although not intended as legal advice nor formal
Kwantlen Polytechnic University policy, provide a good source of information and can be found
at http://www.kwantlen.ca/library/services/ resourceforfaculty.html#copyright.
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