Ranbir Johal completed her BA (1997) and MA (2001) in Asian Studies at UBC.  
In the summer of 1997 Ranbir participated in the Columbia University exchange program in Punjabi language training which took place in Chandigarh, India. In addition, she undertook an Indo-Canadian Shastri Foundation Fellowship (1999-2000) which took her to Punjabi University, Punjab, where she underwent further language training and researched topics for her Master’s thesis.  Her thesis is titled: “Where are the Women? The Representation of Gender in the Written Bhai Bala Janamsakhi and the Women’s Oral Tradition.”  The thesis looked at a women’s oral tradition of the Janamsakhis, the earliest form of Punjabi prose. 

In 2002 Ranbir completed her BEd, also at UBC, and began working as a Punjabi teacher in the Surrey School District. In addition to teaching Punjabi 8, 11 and 12, she conducted numerous workshops for Punjabi teachers as well as other second language teachers.  Ranbir taught introductory Punjabi at the University College of the Fraser Valley in fall 2004 and has been teaching both introductory and intermediate levels of Punjabi at Kwantlen Polytechnic University (previously Kwantlen University College) since fall 2005.  She has also developed numerous resources for use in Punjabi classrooms at the elementary, secondary and postsecondary levels.  
Ranbir is currently on maternity leave but will return to the classroom in spring 2009.

