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About the Instructor:

Dr. Yanfeng Qu has an M.A. in Applied Linguistics from Beijing Foreign Studies University, China, and a Ph.D. in Linguistics from UBC with his acclaimed doctoral dissertation on Chinese syntax. His strong academic credentials, combined with his background as a native speaker of Mandarin and his over 20 years of teaching experience, equip him well in making his Mandarin courses academically focused and effective as well as pedagogically efficient and student-friendly. Under his tutelage, learning Mandarin is by no means a drudgery; on the contrary, it is an intellectually fulfilling, culturally enriching and fun experience. He often says that nothing makes his career more rewarding than seeing his students fall in love with the language, win both government and private scholarships for studying in China and win prizes and bursaries in the BC 'Chinese Bridge' Mandarin Speech Contest. Since the inception of the province-wide contest in 2001, Dr. Qu has sent his students to participate in the competition for four years and each year, his students won: First Place three times and Second Place once, all in the Non-heritage Beginner's Category. As his colleagues at other institutions say, he must have done something right!

When he is not teaching, you will find Dr. Qu hiking in the mountains or (if it rains) sipping a cup of green tea over a good language textbook on Cantonese, French, Spanish or any other language which is spoken at his next travel destination.

Testimonials from Students about the Mandarin Courses at Kwantlen:
(directly quoted from anonymous Student Evaluations)

“Mr. Qu is an excellent teacher. He makes the class fun and enjoyable yet very productive. I cannot remember the last time I had a fun learning experience and retained the knowledge taught. I strongly recommend Mr. Qu as an instructor and hope that more instructors of his standards are brought to the school.” 


“Very detailed and great. Well prepared and clear explanation.”

"He is very knowledgeable and answers all questions with passion and easy-to-understand ways of teaching.'

'He is always prepared and he is able to explain difficult grammar in a way that is easy to understand. This is extremely helpful when leaning a difficult language like Chinese.”

“He has a great sense of humour. Makes class very fun and interesting. It was a class I looked forward to.”

“The techniques of the instructor are very good. I have learned a lot in this course. I would recommend this course to others.”

“The course is very good for those who want to learn Chinese or want to speak Mandarin. It is easy to step in to the language by taking this course. Also the instructor is well organized and knowledgeable to teach Mandarin very well.”

“Encouragement of class participation.”

“Incorporation of fun & games for review of material.”

“Good balance of theory & exercises & review which is hard due to large amount of material.”

“Teaches, encourages students, interacts well with students."

“The teacher has provided a wide spectrum of teaching materials which arose our learning eagerness.”

'He teaches the lesson well, understands the students' level of knowledge and adapts the lesson to the pace without compromising the difficulty."

'Explains grammar very well. The study guide is excellent. It should be published and available to Chinese students everywhere."

“Why would anyone not want to learn the language that so many people on this earth speak, especially here in Vancouver, right on the Pacific Rim? I know that it can open doors for today’s young people. The class’s linguistic aspect confirms my view that languages and people who on first sight seem very different, do have very much in common. Learning all aspects of a language is to me like opening a window through which I can see and learn to understand the culture behind it.”

