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So you think you want to be an
Interior Designer...
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What is Interior Design?
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Interior Design definition:

Interior design is a multi-faceted profession in
which creative and technical solutions are
applied within a structure to achieve a built
Interior environment. These solutions are
functional, enhance the quality of life and
culture of the occupants, and are
aesthetically attractive.

2/2/2011 Kwantlen. Consider. Compare. Choose 4



Kwantlen

POLYTECHRNIC
UNIVERSITY

Interior Design process:

The interior design process follows a
systematic and coordinated methodology,
iIncluding research, analysis and integration
of knowledge into the creative process,
whereby the needs and resources of the
client are satisfied to produce an interior
space that fulfills the project goals.
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Interior Design

education + experience + examination
= Professional Interior Designer
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Interior Design
Professional Affiliations

CIDA (formerly FIDER)
NCIDQ

IDI, IDC, I[IDA, ASID
IDEC
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Interior Design: Careers

Graduates have the potential to be employed in a
variety of areas of design, including...
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Interior Design: and Careers in...

wholesale firms, with manufacturer’s agents, or other
design related fields.

With suitable experience, graduates may eventually

become independent practitioners and /or develop
their own firms.
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Interior Design:

“We believe in the power of design.

Great design has the power to create
deep, meaningful experiences,

transform organizations and improve
people’s lives.

Gensler
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Interior Design: Why Kwantlen

« The only CIDA accredited program in British Columbia.
(Council for Interior Design Accreditation)

« Small class size (20) = lots of individual attention.

 Integrated curriculum = integrated learning.

 Active support from our profession = connections and
currency of the curriculum.

« Faculty active in the profession to ensure high level of
preparation for our graduates.
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Interior Design.
Kwantlen’s course streams

we offer six distinct areas of study :

STUDIO

TECHNICAL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION
THEORY/HISTORY

DESIGN COMMUNICATION

PROFESSIONAL AWARENESS

GENERAL EDUCATION

o0k owhE

2/2/2011 Kwantlen. Consider. Compare. Choose 21



Kwantlen

POLYTECHRNIC
UNIVERSITY

1. Interior Design: ~tuc o

This is the heart of the curriculum. The studio is a place to define and search for
solutions to the problems of interior design.

In the studio, the learning process is learning by doing, individually and in-teams.
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2. Interior Design: Technica!
Information & Communication

This stream enables the student to acquire technical skills, vocabulary, and
technical body of knowledge specific to the profession of interior design and the
built environment.
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3. Interior Design: Theory and History

Students will explore, discuss, and acquire a critical awareness and understanding of the
theoretical body of knowledge specific to interior design and the built environment.

They will study and analyze the evolution of design (applied history)

Ultimately this stream fosters an awareness of the nature of design;
the search for what was, what is, and what could be.

Kwantlen
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4. Interior Design:.
Design Cpmmunicatio_n,

Seemg thlnklng and-drawing are |nt|mately mtehelated
De3|gn ideas must be made V|S|ble

S
Design ideas must communicate.
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5. Interior Design: D
Professional Awareness

In a month long professional practice experience, students have the
opportunity to experience the working environments of the interior design
and other built environment professions.

Students also leave the school environment and enter into a variety of
design related environments for tutorials related to course work.

The third year of the program includes a major field trip of 7-10 days to
another city or region. The main objective is to provide the students with an
opportunity to assimilate design theory and knowledge with respect to
context of site, culture, climate and geography.

Interior Design projects are commercial ventures requiring the knowledge

and application of office procedures and financial management, client and

public relations applied to the organization of a design. In their final yeatr,
students will study our profession in Professional Practice courses
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6. Interior Design: _
General Education

This component responds to Kwantlen’s intended learning outcomes:

carefully considered decisions in tqe'
3. That students acquire ?hea ility 's > thil
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Interior Design: eLearning

Kwantlen'’s Interior Design Department operates a mobile computing environment
with website coursework delivery combined with laptop computers.
This is a mandatory component of our program:.

All required equipment ,software and services will be supplied
by Kwantlen on a ‘fee for service’ basis.
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Interior Design:
International Exchanges

The interior design department has been actively involved in partnerships
with a number of institutions across north America and Europe.

Recently we have been involved in developing a Canada — EU Exchange
partnership, and hope to start exchanging students after 2011
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Interior Design: Costs

Tuition & fees, refer to the most current calendar :
(+/- $15,000 for 4 yr. degree)

Books and supplies: approx. $1000 /yr

Lap Top Computer lease: approx. $1200 / yr
Major Site Tutorial: approx. $3000+ (3" year)
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Interior Design: who are you?

« a high school graduate

e a mature student making a career change

e aware of built environment and three dimensional
design

 someone who has researched interior design as a
professional practice

 skilled in teamwork and communication
« enthusiastic about a career in interior design
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Interior Design: at Kwantlen

* This is a selective entry program and is structured
for full time students who are prepared to commit
to four consecutive years (Sept — April) of study.
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Interior Design: are you prepared

* Interior Design Is a demanding profession and we work hard to
simulate that environment in the classroom.

-High expectations
-Work under pressure to meet deadlines
-Self-motivated hard work

« Students must be prepared to spend at least as much time
(if not more) outside of class time as working in class
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Interior Design: entry requirements

Submit the Interior Design questionnaire by the deadline

Have met interior design program English requirement

Have met minimum University Admission requirements
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Interior Design: English requirement

one of the following:
* English 12 with a minimum B

or C or higher in any one of the following: ENGQ 1099 or ENGL 1099
or ABEE 0091 or ENGP 1091 or ABEE 0097 or ENGP 1097 or ABEE
0092

or B or higher in ELST 0381 and ELST 0383

or Kwantlen English Placement Test, with a recommendation to ENGL
1100

« or LPI with an essay score of 30 or higher

or C or higher in ENGL 1100 or equivalent English course completed
and transferred from another post secondary institution
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Interior Design: Entry Requirements

« Portfolio review and interviews are conducted in
small groups of 5 applicants with faculty teams.

* Interviews: Usually held in the first week of May —
2011 interviews will be held
May 9 — May 13
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Interior Design:
Portfolio Review

« Think of a portfolio as a way for you to talk about
your experience and awareness of design, your
willingness to experiment with design or art
materials and media.
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Interior Design:
What CAN be Iin a portfolio...?

*Creative pursuits
*Work experience

*Events, products you have organized and worked
on and documented

*Drawings — formal or informal
*Drafting — a set of prints
*Anything else that expresses you
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Creative Craft computer Profession |
Skills skills

Interior Design: Criteria
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Problem Drawings Digital English Awareness ofLife Skills

Solving &Visual Literacy/ the Interior

Skills/  Skills Basic Design Kwantlen
Creative Craft computer Profession AR
Skills skills

We are looking for:

Creativity: example of innovative, novel, original, elaborate and
detai led, flexible, useful ,

Problem solving: abilities to articulate / define problems and cre
show solution(s)
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Problem Drawings Digital English Awareness ofLife Skills

Solving  &Visual Literacy/ the Interior

Skills/ Skills Basic Design Kwantlen
Creative Craft computer Profession [RSRERERN
Skills skills

Show us the following:

Various visual communication skills such as:

Drawing, Sketchbook, Freehand drawings, Paintings, Prints,
Photographs, Technical drawings, Drafting, Model making,
Furniture making, Construction work, etc............

We are looking for Understanding & Craftsmanship
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Creative Craft computer Profession SRR
Skills skills

Designers use digital technology to research, record, design, di
and market their services.

We are looking for:
Avarietyf software and hardware knowledge

Word processing, CAD drafting and drawing, image manipulatic
software, examples of file transfer, scanning, and any other dig!
technologies
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Problem Drawings Digital English Awareness ofLife Skills

Solving &Visual Literacy/ the Interior

Skills/  Skills Basic Design Kwantlen
Creative Craft computer Profession AR
Skills skills

Designers require strong oral and written communication skills
effectively present their ideas, communicate with various profes
consultants on a project, and be articulate on matters of technic
knowledge and business.

Show us the following:

Photocopies of transcripts or credentials, and
samples of written documents
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Problem Drawings Digital English Awareness Life Skills

Solving &Visual Literacy/ of the

Skills / Skills Basic Interior Kwantlen
Creative Craft computer Design S HIVERS EEE
Skills skills Profession

Prove to us !

YOUR awareness of the Interior Design profession and that you
clear understanding of the profession in which WE practice.

We want to see:

A variety of items, topics, and depth of exploration of Interior Des
Your résumé and your questionnaire
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Problem Drawings Digital English Awareness ofLife Skills

Solving &Visual Literacy/ the Interior

Skills/  Skills Basic Design Kwantlen
Creative Craft computer Profession AR
Skills skills

Who are you, show us:

Commitment; Personal management; Team skills; Volunteer w
Organi zati onal ski |l | s; et c ...
&

3 Letters of Reference
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Information about our interior design program
can be found online under interior design on
the Kwantlen website: www.kwantlen.ca

Another website worth visiting Is:
www.careersininteriordesign.com/index.htmi
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