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DEPARTMENTAL NAME CHANGE The Celebration of Excellence also recognized some of the
The department formerly known as “First Year Experience” is faculty, staff, and students who have contributed to the Kwantlen
happy to announce a name change. We have become the community through volunteer efforts related to FYE initiatives.
“Department for Student Life and Development”, better reflecting Student and faculty club leaders, Orientation student leaders, and
the scope of our programs which involve students at all stages of the Student Life Promotion Team members all volunteer their time
their Kwantlen career. We will, of course, continue to coordinate during the year to enrich student life on campus.
first year transition initiatives. The First Year Experience
Committee, a cross institutional committee that provides input and The ambience was enhanced by music provided by a trio of
involvement with FYE/transition, will also continue its work. classical guitarists from Kwantlen’s music program (“Three-
Legged Pony”). Many attendees commented that they hoped the
CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE event would become a tradition and we expect this will indeed be
Student Life and Development held its inaugural Celebration of the case.
Excellence on May 25" at the Surrey Campus with the support of
the Kwantlen Foundation, Bookstore and the 25" Anniversary ORIENTATION
Committee. The event was created to recognize and celebrate Orientation has begun! , part | of student

excellence in first year academic achievement, as well as
celebrating the contributions of students, faculty and staff who are
embodying the FYE mission in action, “to support transition,

success, and community” at Kwantlen.

25 first year students with top GPA marks for the 2005/6
academic year were recognized at the event. These students had
a GPA ranging from 4.0-4.33 in a variety of Kwantlen program
areas. Recipients, many with proud parents in attendance,
received Bookstore gift certificates as well as bouquets from the

Kwantlen Foundation.

23 student-nominated faculty and staff members were also
recognized for making a difference in students’ educational life
through excellence in teaching or service. Some of the comments

that students offered in their nominations for recognition:

“My instructor really cares about his students’ education...l hope

one day | am able to inspire my students the way he inspired me”

“She went beyond her duty to help me...she illustrated and

reminded me, once again, why | attend Kwantlen”

orientation, is underway as students prepare for course selection
and registration with the guidance of Educational Advising and the
Office of the Registrar. These popular course planning sessions
are being offered in arts, business, and science as well as teacher

education and BA workshops.

Part I,
classes begin (August 29 — Richmond, August 30 — Langley, and

, will be held during the week before fall
August 31 — Surrey). is focused on making sure that new
students have everything they need to START RIGHT — a campus
tour, tips from other students, and opportunities to meet
instructors, staff, and other new students. New this year is student
orientation on Newton Campus, August 29.

We are looking for some instructors to host a 30-minute session
for new students (ideally in their program area) at one or more
campus events. Content usually includes info on what students
can expect for their first week/semester, tips from your point of
view, and g/a time as appropriate. The timing for the Welcome

Sessions would be roughly 10am on the dates mentioned above.

Faculty interested in doing one or more of these Welcome
Sessions please let Kurt Penner (kurt.penner@kwantlen.ca) know
as soon as you can, and which day(s) you would be available.



LEADERSHIP TRAINING

The Orientation Leadership Team began training in May. We are
fortunate to have experienced members from last year continue
on the team and are also pleased to welcome several new
leaders. The focus of training session one, held May 27" was a
background on Kwantlen, tools for building a sense of community,
and the role of an orientation leader. Limited applications are still
being accepted for the SLD Orientation Team. If you know of a
student who would make a welcoming leader and represent the
Kwantlen community well, please refer them to our website

kwantlen.ca/fye

FIRST YEAR PASSPORT: Version 2.0

The First Year Passport version 1 was initiated to encourage first
year students to successfully navigate their first year, make the
transition to second year, and reach their educational goals.
Based on a program evaluation research done by SLD’s research
assistant, Levi Orban, we are rolling out Version 2.0 as a Student
Handbook rather than an incentive/points system; this will be

released for campus orientation in August.

UNIVERSITY 1100 & 1101
Eight sections of UNIV 1100 Intro to University/College Studies
(3cr) will be offered this fall, along with one section of UNIV 1101
Academic Success for Student Athletes (3cr).
Here is one example of student feedback on the course:
This course taught me about how important time management,
studying, and review are. It made me realize what | wasn't taking
into consideration. For example, | realized | have many skills that |
never even knew | had. This course helped me a lot!

UNIV 1100 student, SPRING 06

UNIVERSITY 4100

Spring 07 will be the launch of a new course, UNIV 4100—Senior
Year Transition (3 cr). The purpose of this course is to assist
students with their transition into the workforce, graduate studies,

and post-collegiate life.

CLUBS

2005/6 was a busy year for clubs. For example, the Kwantlen
Psychology Society organized a food drive for the Surrey food
bank, a graduate program panel event, and various pub and
social nights. One new club was added to the roster—the Society
for Greenhouse and Nursery Students led by Gary Jones and an

enthusiastic group of student leaders.

We anticipate improved support for student and faculty involved in

club leadership in the upcoming year.

VOLUNTEERING

The department is launching a new Volunteer/Leadership
Opportunity this fall — The Global Villagers. This team will be led
by BA Psyc student Aman Bassi and will focus on raising funds
and awareness for global and local needs. The first activity
involved sending school supplies with the Global Student Initiative
Team traveling to Kenya this summer. Applications for student
leaders will be accepted soon on the Student Life Zone Website

www.kwantlen.ca/student-life.

STUDENT LIFE PROMOTION TEAM UPDATE

The Student Life Promotion Team (SLPT) hosted/co-hosted
several events this spring. For example, a movie marathon was
held in April. The SLPT also had a part in planning and carrying
out the SLD Celebration of Excellence.

The SLPT will start the year by hosting regular movie events as
well as ReConnect in late September (getting new students back

together from Orientation).

SPARK UPDATE

Our first SPARK group is in their final year of the program (2nd full-
time year of post-secondary), with 84% of the cohort having two
years of post-secondary education completed or underway.

Our second cohort of students was awarded scholarships this
spring to be used during the 06/07 academic year. Our third and
largest cohort (50 students) will be enrolling in ACP English
classes this fall (while in grade 12) to better prepare for a

successful first year in post-secondary studies in 2007-08.

PEER MENTORING
Students involved in leadership will be given the opportunity to act
as mentors to UNIV 1100 students this fall, as well as maintaining

some contact with new students from Orientation in August.

We also anticipate launching a series of seminars aimed at

enhancing student leadership development over this next year.

CONNECT 2006

Campus Orientation

See www.kwantlen.ca/orientation for
further details

Kurt Penner

Kurt.Penner@kwantlen.ca

Department for Student Life and Development,
Coordinator

www.kwantlen.ca/firstyearexperience




