Using a ‘rubric’ to improve your 

response to short answer questions 

What is a rubric?  A rubric is a detailed marking guide showing how marks are to be awarded based on a set of predetermined criteria.
What is the purpose of a rubric?  A marker uses a rubric or marking guide to assign a grade.  Rubrics should be shared with students in advance of them doing an assessment to ensure the assessment criteria can be addressed.  By knowing the assessment criteria in advance, students should be able to maximize the grade earned.  

Rubric for self-assessment of ACCT106 short answer questions:
	
	0 

(Poor)
	1 (Average)
	2 

(Excellent)
	Score

	1. Did I answer the question?
	Did not answer question
	Shows beginning recognition of concepts necessary to answer question
	Demonstrates superior recognition of concepts required to answer question
	

	2. Is my answer clear (i.e., would another person unfamiliar with accounting understand my answer?)
	Answer lacks clarity
	Answer is somewhat clear
	Answer is very clear
	

	3. Did I demonstrate surface understanding or deeper understanding?  Note:  Surface understanding (or surface learning) is similar to memorization or repeating what is in a textbook while deeper understanding (or deeper learning) is reflective of higher order thinking that involves analysis and synthesis.  
	Answer shows no recognition of how theory should be integrated to answer the question
	Answer shows beginning recognition of theory integration
	Answer is very clear

Answer draws effectively from theory to demonstrate critical thinking


	

	4. Did I use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling?
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable
	Excellent
	

	Total Score
	/8


Grade yourself:  Using the self-assessment rubric, what grade would you assign yourself?  If your self-assessment is less than ‘5’, consider contacting Tilly Jensen, your instructor, for help via WebCT email. 

Do you have any questions:  Please identify any questions that you might have regarding the concept(s) in the question you were required to answer and/or this process.  Asking questions is an indication of higher order thinking and therefore shows that you are learning.  Contact Tilly Jensen, your instructor, via WebCT email. 

Sample Question with 3 Sample Student Answers:

Question:

If a business has $300,000 of assets and $100,000 of debt, explain how the remaining $200,000 of assets might have been financed.  Be sure to identify and explain all possible alternatives.

Student Answer #1:

Assets are things like cash and equipment.  They came from paying $300,000.  You can’t get assets like equipment unless you pay for them so that’s why you have debt.  Debt is stuff you borrow from the bank.

	
	0 

(Poor)
	1 (Average)
	2 

(Excellent)
	Score

	1. Did I answer the question?
	Did not answer question
	Shows beginning recognition of concepts necessary to answer question
	Demonstrates superior recognition of concepts required to answer question
	0

	2. Is my answer clear (i.e., would another person unfamiliar with accounting understand my answer?)
	Answer lacks clarity
	Answer is somewhat clear
	Answer is very clear
	0

	3. Did I demonstrate surface understanding or deeper understanding?  Note:  Surface understanding (or surface learning) is similar to memorization or repeating what is in a textbook while deeper understanding (or deeper learning) is reflective of higher order thinking that involves analysis and synthesis.  
	Answer shows no recognition of how theory should be integrated to answer the question
	Answer shows beginning recognition of theory integration
	Answer is very clear

Answer draws effectively from theory to demonstrate critical thinking


	0

	4. Did I use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling?
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable
	Excellent
	1

	Total Score
	1/8


Student Answer #2:

The $300,000 in assets were financed by:  $100,000 of debt plus $200,000 of equity.  The assets financed by equity, how much of the assets are owned by the owner, might have been provided by one or more of the following:

· owner investment, and/or

· net income (revenues less expenses).

The $200,000 represents the net equity which means that it may have been decreased by owner withdrawals and/or net losses.
	
	0 

(Poor)
	1 (Average)
	2 

(Excellent)
	Score

	1. Did I answer the question?
	Did not answer question
	Shows beginning recognition of concepts necessary to answer question
	Demonstrates superior recognition of concepts required to answer question
	2

	2. Is my answer clear (i.e., would another person unfamiliar with accounting understand my answer?)
	Answer lacks clarity
	Answer is somewhat clear
	Answer is very clear
	2

	3. Did I demonstrate surface understanding or deeper understanding?  Note:  Surface understanding (or surface learning) is similar to memorization or repeating what is in a textbook while deeper understanding (or deeper learning) is reflective of higher order thinking that involves analysis and synthesis.  
	Answer shows no recognition of how theory should be integrated to answer the question
	Answer shows beginning recognition of theory integration
	Answer is very clear

Answer draws effectively from theory to demonstrate critical thinking


	2

	4. Did I use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling?
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable
	Excellent
	2

	Total Score
	8/8


Student Answer #3:

$200,000 finoncd buy owner investmints and revenues less expinses less witdrawls. 

	
	0 

(Poor)
	1 (Average)
	2 

(Excellent)
	Score

	1. Did I answer the question?
	Did not answer question
	Shows beginning recognition of concepts necessary to answer question
	Demonstrates superior recognition of concepts required to answer question
	2

	2. Is my answer clear (i.e., would another person unfamiliar with accounting understand my answer?)
	Answer lacks clarity
	Answer is somewhat clear
	Answer is very clear
	1

	3. Did I demonstrate surface understanding or deeper understanding?  Note:  Surface understanding (or surface learning) is similar to memorization or repeating what is in a textbook while deeper understanding (or deeper learning) is reflective of higher order thinking that involves analysis and synthesis.  
	Answer shows no recognition of how theory should be integrated to answer the question
	Answer shows beginning recognition of theory integration
	Answer is very clear

Answer draws effectively from theory to demonstrate critical thinking


	1

	4. Did I use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling?
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable
	Excellent
	0

	Total Score
	4/8


