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November, 28, 2006


Kwantlen University College receives $2.23 million in CFI funding to further support Institute for Sustainable Horticulture research 

(Langley, BC)   Skip Triplett, president of Kwantlen University College, welcomed the Canada Foundation for Innovation’s (CFI) investment of $2,227,071  to support the construction of an environmentally sustainable bio-control product development laboratory building, and a geothermal research greenhouse led by Dr. Deborah Henderson, director of Kwantlen’s Institute for Sustainable Horticulture (ISH).

“The CFI’s support of cutting-edge research infrastructure has transformed Canada’s research landscape and increased the country’s international competitiveness,” said Dr. Eliot Phillipson, President 
and CEO of the CFI. “Investments like these have allowed universities across Canada to become a destination of choice for some of the world’s top research talent.” 

In less than two years, Kwantlen’s ISH has become an integral partner to the horticulture industry by participating in a growing number of projects with the common goals of promoting economic and environmental sustainability. ISH works with a network of collaborators and partners from industry, community and post-secondary institutions. Research at ISH, as at Kwantlen, is accomplished through collaboration and partnership.

The funding received from CFI will be put towards the construction for an environmentally certified laboratory building and a geothermal research greenhouse, both to be built at the School of Horticulture in Langley.

The new infrastructure will provide two research lab spaces and a research greenhouse which together will enlarge a range of research and innovation initiatives in three “green” technology themes: (1) Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and bio-control; (2) “Green” energy and climate control systems for horticulture greenhouses; and (3) plant production systems and new crops for “green” energy horticulture greenhouses.

One lab will facilitate insect research and be equipped with climate controlled rearing rooms for insect production. The second lab is for research into and production of beneficial fungi, and baculoviruses. A molecular identification lab will support both of these with tools needed in identification and quality control of new products. In addition, the research greenhouses will support the research programs in all three themes.

Overall, the research training opportunities within these three themes will reinforce and enrich the expanding teaching horizons in Kwantlen’s School of Horticulture.

“The CFI’s investment in infrastructure is significant to Kwantlen and will be a catalyst for the development of collaborative research at the Institute for Sustainable Horticulture,” said Triplett.

Kwantlen’s ISH research program and associated infrastructure is important to Canada as it provides a model of collaboration and partnership between institutions, industry and community. Economic benefits will accrue because this research will produce valuable “green” technologies to be used in local horticulture industries as well as responding to the high demand world wide.

Triplett adds, “Kwantlen’s School of Horticulture is well recognized nationally. This grant will help Canadian horticulture and it will have an immediate, positive effect on sustainable horticulture in BC - especially our local horticulture industry. Also, because of its prestige, this grant will elevate the institute's international reputation and attract collaboration from other countries."  

Funding for this projects is part a major $422 , 343,180 investment announced today by the CFI to support 86 projects at 35   institutions across the country, an investment which marked the inauguration of two new CFI funds. $141,449,405 was awarded under the Leading Edge Fund  (LEF), designed to enable institutions to build on and enhance already successful and productive initiatives supported by past CFI investment. Another $183,429,964 million was awarded under the New Initiatives Fund  (NIF), designed to enhance Canada’s capacity in promising new areas of research and technology development. Finally, $97,463,811was awarded under the already existing Infrastructure Operating Fund , which assists institutions with the incremental operating and maintenance costs associated with the new infrastructure.

“The Government of Canada is committed to ensuring Canada is a world leader in initiatives which will enhance our environment, said Mark Warawa, Member of Parliament for Langley and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment.  “This government is focused on real, tangible solutions for environmental and health protection against biological and chemical agents. This new facility will play a lead role in those solutions.”
 
“The new Kwantlen Institute for Sustainable Horticulture will ensure that huge environmental and economic benefits are realized through concrete action on environmental and health protection against pests and reduction of harmful pesticides; benefits for farmers, benefits for industry and benefits for our environment,” said Warawa.

Additional information about Kwantlen University College’s Institute for Sustainable Horticulture can be found at www.kwantlen.ca/research/institutes.html

A complete list of projects funded today by the CFI can be found at: www.innovation.ca .

The Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) is an independent corporation created by the Government of Canada to fund research infrastructure. The CFI’s mandate is to strengthen the capacity of Canadian universities, colleges, research hospitals, and non-profit research institutions to carry out world-class research and technology development that benefits Canadians.
Kwantlen University College's mission is to create an exceptional undergraduate university environment committed to preparing learners for leadership, service and success. Kwantlen became a university college with degree granting status in 1995; and has a mandate to develop and offer baccalaureate degrees that will prepare students for well paid, fulfilling careers. 
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Background Information about Kwantlen University College School of Horticulture and the industry 

The horticulture industry is comprised of very different sectors including greenhouse vegetable and flowers; nursery; forest tree seedlings; landscape; turf grass; field vegetables and small fruits and berries. The industry has some complex and important issues to deal with including labour, trade issues, pest management, and environmental conservation and community interactions. Complex issues such as these will   benefit from a synergistic network to identify and resolve problems and determine an action plan for industry sustainability. 
The Kwantlen School of Horticulture, which trains more people for the horticulture industry than any other post-secondary institution in BC, and developed the Institute for Sustainable Horticulture (ISH) links to the industry via the training of horticulture personnel. The Institute for Sustainable Horticulture will lead a research program in Integrated Pest Management and Ecosystem Biodiversity, Industrial Innovation and Viability and Community Sustainability while incorporating principles of research, innovation, technology transfer, knowledge transfer, education and training.   

Canadians will benefit from this research through innovation-driven job creation and increased economic development of the multi-billion dollar horticulture industry, and through policy development at both the municipal and provincial government levels regarding environmental and health protection against pests and reduction of harmful pesticides.   

The ISH aims to become an internationally respected regional centre for research and innovation in areas of integrated pest management, cost structure improvement, and reduction in negative environmental, health and community impacts of agriculture through partnerships with horticulture communities throughout BC, the Pacific Northwest, nationally and internationally. 


For further information:     

Dr. Deborah Henderson (for more information about Kwantlen’s Institute for Sustainable Horticulture)
Director, Institute for Sustainable Horticulture
Kwantlen University College
604-599-3260
Deborah.henderson@kwantlen.ca


Peter Chevrier (for more information about Kwantlen University College in general)
Director, Marketing & Communications
Kwantlen University College
604-599-2286
Peter.chevrier@kwantlen.ca


Angus McKinnon (for more information about CFI)
Coordinator, Media Relations
Canada Foundation for Innovation
(613) 996-3160
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